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Franciscan Order. Father Dols’ achievement
will be recognized at a concelebrated Mass of
thanksgiving on April 13 at the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church in Elizabeth to be fol-
lowed by a reception and dinner in the Main
Parish Hall.

Father Francis Dols seemed destined to
serve his fellow man from an early age. He
was born in the small Spanish town of Santa
Maria Del Cami—‘‘St. Mary of the Road’’. This
beautiful island community set Francis Dols on
the path that has led to his being with us
today. At the age of 12, Francis Dols entered
the Franciscan seminary of the Third Regular
Order [T.O.R.] of St. Francis. When he was
16, Father Dols was accepted at a novice, and
one year later he was professed as a fully
committed member of the religious Order of
St. Francis. Another year hence, Francis Dols
left Spain for Rome to enroll in the Angelicum
Catholic University to pursue the academic
credentials required for admittance to the
priesthood. However, the war in Europe re-
sulted in the temporary closing of the univer-
sity, thereby forcing Father Dols to return
home.

Upon returning to Spain, Father Dols spent
the next 4 years at the Franciscan Seminary.
On April 13, 1947, Father Francis Dols was
ordained a priest and began a new chapter in
his spiritual journey. Father Dols’ first assign-
ment was to a large parish in the southwest-
ern part of Spain, approximately 150 miles
from the capital city of Madrid, where he spent
the next 5 years in pastoral ministry. This ex-
traordinary experience provided Father Dols
with many gratifying moments caring for the
spiritual needs of his parishioners. A highly
positive experience aroused Father Dols’ inter-
est in spreading the word of God to those in
the Americas. His arrival in the northwestern
region of Brazil saw Father Dols working with
the native Americans in the vast Amazon For-
est. Father Dols’ 4 years in South America af-
forded him many good times participating in
the lives of this eager flock.

After leaving his adopted home, Father
Dols’ road of spiritual enlightenment led him to
the United States. The people of Elizabeth
were extremely fortunate to have Father Dols
accept the position of pastor of Immaculate
Heart of Mary. His spiritual leadership has en-
riched the congregation; bringing them closer
to God. And, he has been a source of guid-
ance and solace to all who have sought his
counsel.

It is an honor to recognize Fr. Francis Dols
on the anniversary of his ordination. He has
committed his life to God’s service; and, over
the past half century, has dedicated himself to
his fellow man. I am certain that my col-
leagues join me in paying tribute to this re-
markable priest.
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Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
strong support for H.R. 240, the Veterans’ Em-
ployment Opportunities Act of 1997. I am
proud to be a cosponsor of this important leg-

islation and ask all my colleagues from both
sides of the aisle to join me in voting over-
whelmingly for quick passage.

In 1944, Congress enacted the Veterans
Preference Act to address the readjustment
needs of the men and women who served
their country during a time of war. The law
was designed to assist veterans in regaining
the lost ground their civilian careers had suf-
fered as a result of military service. In the be-
ginning, the Federal Government gladly com-
plied with the provisions of the new veterans
preference law. Unfortunately, as time passed
and the memory of war faded, so did Ameri-
ca’s concern for fulfilling its obligation to its cit-
izen-soldiers. Today, the original legislation
and its amendments are easily circumvented.

Currently, veterans’ preference laws give
certain veterans preference in appointment to
civilian employment with the Federal Govern-
ment based upon their military service. Con-
gress has long recognized that this is an
earned benefit, not a gift. H.R. 240 strength-
ens veterans’ preference and increases em-
ployment opportunities for veterans. It pro-
vides veterans an effective, efficient, and user-
friendly redress mechanism for veterans
whose rights have been violated under veter-
ans’ preference laws. In short, H.R. 240 will
end circumvention of veterans’ preference
laws.

Additionally, H.R. 240 provides veterans
with increased protections during reductions in
force and extends veterans’ preference to cer-
tain positions at the White House and in the
legislative and judicial branches. This legisla-
tion is long overdue. If Federal agencies and
Federal managers were fulfilling their obliga-
tion to enforce current law, this legislation
would not be necessary.

In closing, I again ask that all of my col-
leagues join me in support of our Nation’s vet-
erans by voting for H.R. 240.
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Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for
me to bring to the attention of the House of
Representatives and the American public the
distinguished record of service to Michigan’s
disabled veterans by Michigan State Com-
mander of the Disabled American Veterans,
Eugene Clark, of St. Ignace, MI. Mr. Clark is
a friend and a constituent of mine from the
First Congressional District. As he concludes
his term as State Commander this June, I
wish to call the Nation’s attention to this dedi-
cated veteran.

Entering the U.S. Army in 1966, Mr. Clark
served in Vietnam with the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion and its 2/14th Infantry. He was involved
in several major conflicts, including the Tet Of-
fensive, Manhattan, and Junction City. Mr.
Clark’s love of country and dedication to the
military earned him 2 separate Purple Hearts,
the Combat Infantry Badge, the Vietnam Serv-
ice Medal with 3 bronze service stars, and 4
Presidential Unit Citations during the 24
months he served in Southeast Asia.

Upon his discharge, Mr. Clark joined Local
324 of the Operating Engineers where his out-
standing work was always acknowledged and

appreciated. He was employed as a super-
intendent of the American Dredging and Con-
struction before retiring.

In his role as DAV State Commander, Eu-
gene Clark has led the 42,000 Michigan DAV
members with dignity, compassion, and deci-
siveness. While motivating the DAV member-
ship, Mr. Clark has confidently and respectfully
promoted the goals and ideals of the DAV
throughout his tenure.

Mr. Clark has dedicated his life to veterans
and their families and his service as State
Commander will serve as an example for his
successors. I know I speak for all veterans in
thanking Eugene Clark for his work on behalf
of veterans, especially Michigan veterans, and
wish him well in his future endeavors.
f
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Thursday, April 10, 1997
Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

ask you and my colleagues to join me in ex-
tending birthday greetings to a very special
woman from my hometown of Grand Rapids,
MI. Mrs. Helen Jackson Claytor will celebrate
her 90th birthday on April 12. I am honored to
know Helen and I greatly respect the time and
energy she has put forth in making our com-
munity a better place to live through her work
with race relations. Her tireless leadership and
ability to get results should serve as an inspi-
ration for all of us.

Born and raised in Minneapolis, MN, Helen
graduated from John Marshall High School at
the top of her class in 1925. After high school
she attended the University of Minnesota,
where she graduated cum laude in just 3
years while studying to become a teacher.
While at the University of Minnesota she was
also elected to Phi Beta Kappa. Following her
graduation Helen found that opportunities for
African-American teachers were extremely lim-
ited. The lack of available teaching jobs led
her to the YWCA in Trenton, NJ where she
worked as a Girl Reserves secretary. She also
served a similar stint at the YWCA in Kansas
City, MO in late 1930. These jobs marked the
beginning of her long association with the
YWCA.

Helen serves as a true ambassador for the
YWCA, having traveled all over the country to
speak on the topic of race relations at
YWCA’s that were segregated before the civil
rights movement. As an elected member of
the YWCA’s World Council she traveled to
such places as China, Switzerland, and Africa.
Her drive and determination led her to the po-
sition of an active board member of the YWCA
in Grand Rapids and later in her career she
made history by becoming the first black
women ever to be elected president of a com-
munity YWCA. In the late 1940’s she was
elected to the National Board of Directors of
the YWCA and served as the president from
1967 until her retirement in 1976. As presi-
dent, Helen played a key role in helping the
organization draft the YWCA Purpose in 1967,
an honor she regards as a major accomplish-
ment of her career. She still holds the title of
Honorary Member of the Board.

In addition to her numerous roles with the
YWCA, Helen has been actively involved in
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